To:  Perry  H Charley[phcharley@dinecollege.edu];  James  Benally[cc_prez@navajochapters.org]; 

CoveChapter[cove@navajochapters.org];  Steve  Austin[nnepawq@frontiernet.net] 

Cc:  Chilingaryan,  SonafChiiingaryan. Sona@epa.gov];  Hubbard, 

Secody[Hubbard. Secody@epa.gov];  GLICKFIELD,  GAELLE[Glickfield. Gaelle@epa.gov];  Poalinelli, 
Edwin[POALI NELLI. EDWIN@EPA.GOV];  Nattis,  Randy[Nattis. Randy@epa.gov] 

From:  Yee,  Wilson 

Sent:  Sat  8/8/2015  5:38:17  PM 

Subject:  Fw:  Statement  from  Speaker  LoRenzo  Bates  regarding  water  contamination 

Here  is  some  information  directly  at  the  EPA-maintained  page  for  the  Gold  King  Mine 
site,  http://epaosc.org/site/site  profile.aspx?site  id= 11082 


On  the  right  side  of  the  page  are  current  documents  and  situation  reports  that  are 
updated  and  downloadable.  There  are  recent  preliminary  graphs  which  you  can  review. 
According  to  the  sampling  results,  metals  concentrations  are  returning  to  historical 
averages,  but  pH  may  still  be  an  issue. 


At  this  point,  I am  not  sure  whether  EPA  representatives  from  our  Denver  offices  have 
reached  out  to  local  communities  along  the  Animas  and  San  Juan  Rivers,  but  I've  heard 
that  there  is  a meeting  happening  in  Farmington  today.  We'll  try  to  keep  you  informed  as 
we  find  out  more. 


Thanks, 

Wilson  Yee 

Life  Scientist,  Project  Manager 
Tribal  Lands  Cleanup  Section  (SFD-6-2) 

United  States  Environmental  Protection  Agency  - Region  9 

75  Hawthorne  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94105 

415-972-3484 

yee.wilson@epa.gov 

"Water  is  the  most  critical  resource  issue  of  our  lifetime  and  our  children's  lifetime.  The  health  of  our 
waters  is  the  principal  measure  of  how  we  live  on  the  land."  - Luna  Leopold 

http://www.epa.gov/region9/superfund/navajo-nation/ 


From:  Yee,  Wilson 

Sent:  Saturday,  August  8,  2015  10:23  AM 

To:  Reeves,  Linda;  Chilingaryan,  Sona;  DHONT,  JEFF;  Duncan,  Will;  Gallo,  Madeline;  GLICKFIELD,  GAELLE; 
Goldsmith,  Sara;  Hallman,  James;  Hubbard,  Secody;  Jacobs,  Sara;  Mueller,  Sarah;  Nattis,  Randy;  Pease, 
Amanda;  PerezSullivan,  Margot;  Poalinelli,  Edwin;  Reynolds,  Rebekah;  Ripperda,  Mark;  Roe,  Autumn; 
Rongone,  Marie;  searles,  zizi;  Tennis,  Rachel;  Waldon,  MARGARET;  Williams  , Laurie;  Wirtschafter, 
Joshua;  Yogi,  David;  Zhang,  Xiao 
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Subject:  RE:  Statement  from  Speaker  LoRenzo  Bates  regarding  water  contamination 


Here  is  more  site  info  FYI:  http://epaosc.orq/site/site  profile.aspx?site  id=t  1082 

Apparently  a meeting  is  being  held  in  Farmington  Civic  Center  today,  but  not  sure  whether  EPA 
representatives  will  be  there. 

Thanks, 

Wilson  Yee 

Life  Scientist,  Project  Manager 
Tribal  Lands  Cleanup  Section  (SFD-6-2) 

United  States  Environmental  Protection  Agency  - Region  9 

75  Hawthorne  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94105 

415-972-3484 

yee.wilson@epa.gov 

"Water  is  the  most  critical  resource  issue  of  our  lifetime  and  our  children's  lifetime.  The  health  of  our 
waters  is  the  principal  measure  of  how  we  live  on  the  land."  - Luna  Leopold 

http://www.epa.gov/reqion9/superfund/navaio-nation/ 


From:  Reeves,  Linda 

Sent:  Friday,  August  7,  2015  1:56  PM 

To:  Chilingaryan,  Sona;  DHONT,  JEFF;  Duncan,  Will;  Gallo,  Madeline;  GLICKFIELD,  GAELLE; 
Goldsmith,  Sara;  Hallman,  James;  Hubbard,  Secody;  Jacobs,  Sara;  Mueller,  Sarah;  Nattis,  Randy; 
Pease,  Amanda;  PerezSullivan,  Margot;  Poalinelli,  Edwin;  Reeves,  Linda;  Reynolds,  Rebekah;  Ripperda, 
Mark;  Roe,  Autumn;  Rongone,  Marie;  searles,  zizi;  Tennis,  Rachel;  Waldon,  MARGARET;  Williams  , 
Laurie;  Wirtschafter,  Joshua;  Yee,  Wilson;  Yogi,  David;  Zhang,  Xiao 
Subject:  FW:  Statement  from  Speaker  LoRenzo  Bates  regarding  water  contamination 

From:  Walter  Phelps  f mailto:nakaidinee@vahoo.com1 

Sent:  Friday,  August  07,  2015  1:51  PM 

Subject:  Fw:  Statement  from  Speaker  LoRenzo  Bates  regarding  water  contamination 


Walter  Phelps 

Council  Delegate,  23rd  Navajo  Nation  Council 

Tolani  Lake,  Cameron,  Leupp,  Birdsprings,  Coalmine 

nakaidinee@yahoo.com<mailto:nakaidinee@yahoo.com> 

(505)906-1721 

On  Friday,  August  7,  2015  2:30  PM,  Navajo  Nation  Office  of  the  Speaker 
<nnlb.communications@gmail.com<mailto:nnlb. communications@gmail.com>>  wrote: 

August  7,  2015 

Statement  from  Speaker  LoRenzo  Bates  regarding  water  contamination 
The  Office  of  the  Speaker  is  in  contact  with  tribal,  county,  and  state  officials  to  track  the  ongoing 
contamination  caused  by  the  acidic  water  spill  in  the  Animas  River  in  Colorado.  San  Juan  County  officials 
in  New  Mexico  have  notified  our  office  that  the  contamination  resulting  from  the  spill  on  Wednesday 
morning  in  Silverton,  CO  will  reach  communities  along  the  San  Juan  River  by  this  evening. 

The  Navajo  Nation  has  several  chapters  that  are  located  near  the  San  Juan  River  in  New  Mexico,  and  I 
remain  in  contact  with  those  chapters  to  ensure  that  our  community  members  are  aware  and  remain 
informed  as  the  contamination  moves  through  the  area. 


2411473 


ED  000552C  00025320-00002 


Although  the  U.S.  EPA  continues  to  state  that  the  contamination  does  not  pose  detrimental  threats,  I 
strongly  urge  nearby  chapters  and  our  people  who  reside  near  the  San  Juan  River  to  refrain  from  using 
the  water  for  any  purposes  until  a thorough  evaluation  is  completed. 

in  regards  to  Navajo  Agricultural  Products  Industry  (NAPI),  officials  with  NAPI  have  stated  that  the  spill 
will  not  adversely  impact  Navajo  Indian  Irrigation  Project  (NIIP)  water  delivery  because  NIIP  diverts  water 
directly  out  of  Navajo  Reservoir  which  does  not  receive  any  water  from  the  Animas  River. 

Lastly,  I thank  my  Council  colleagues  for  their  concerns  and  efforts  in  facilitating  communication  between 
chapters  and  other  officials  to  caution  our  people  and  communities.  The  Office  of  the  Speaker  remains 
engaged  and  updated  as  the  situation  evolves. 

LoRenzo  Bates,  Speaker 
23rd  Navajo  Nation  Council 
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